
CASTLETON AREA FORUM

Tuesday 16 February 2016
Castleton Community Centre, Manchester Road,

Castleton, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: Y. Salt (Chair), F. Salt, B. Jones, B. Partington, J. Hastings-Hobson, N. Hastings, 
S. Lister, J. Tighe, M. Hirst, S. Hirst, A. Simpson, G. Mustafa, S. Woodall, M. Darlington, R. Jones, 
E. Jones, A. Kershaw and S. Whitworth

Officers: V. White (Townships) and PC Farmer (Greater Manchester Police)

Councillors: Sheerin, Hornby and Rashid

Apologies: T. Brogan, P. Hunter, M. Webb, D. Lord and S. Sandifords

1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting. The code of conduct was 
circulated. All attendees were asked to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

Updates from the last meeting:

Hanover Street – Obstruction
The road has no highway status, if RBH were to dedicate the land as highway an enforceable TRO 
and Prohibition of Driving Order could be introduced, and possibly a bollard to prevent access. This 
process would cost upwards of £5,000, and funding is not currently available. Without such a 
scheme it is not possible to take enforcement action with regard to vehicles blocking the road, it is 
essentially a private matter between residents.

Cherrington Drive Grit Bin
Residents thanked Councillors and Officers for their prompt response to a request for a grit bin 
which has now been placed on site.

3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
PC Hughes gave details of crime statistics, burglaries are down overall compared to this time last 
year. There had recently been a robbery at the Co-op and two males have been arrested. Burglary 
remains a PACT priority and high-visibility patrols continue along with offering crime prevention 
security checks and advice. Lots of burglaries are due to insecure properties and residents were 
asked to be vigilant.

A recent burglary had taken place, and four males had been seen in the area carrying JD Sports 
drawstring bags.  Residents were asked to look out for these individuals and advised that they can 
report crime anonymously with Crimestoppers or direct to the Police on 101.

A cannabis warrant recently resulted in the discovery of 24 plants. The Police thanked the 
community for sharing information in relation to this matter.



Speeding continues to cause concern.  PC Hughes is continuing weekly operations and recently 
issued a number of tickets for offences such as speeding and not wearing a seat belt.  She is happy 
to take information from the public around which areas should be targeted.  Royle Barn Road and 
Queensway were areas of concern. A metro counter had been placed on Keswick Street, but was 
damaged within a day or two.  GMP Traffic Department will not replace it as initial findings showed 
that vehicles were travelling below 20mph.

A new email address has been piloted in the Slattocks, Leander and Chesham areas, 
watch.castleton@gmp.police.uk

A number of crime prevention materials, including handbag bells, shed-locks and information 
leaflets were left for residents to take away.

4. OPEN FORUM
Royle Barn Road/The Green
It was reported that the bollard situated near the entrance to The Green is too close and makes 
manoeuvring from The Green onto Royle Barn Road difficult.
Action (1) Liaise with Highways regarding the positioning of the bollard (Val White)

General Concerns
There were reports of dog fouling, littering and people riding bikes on pavements. The difficulty in 
enforcing these issues was discussed, and residents were asked to report incidences as follows: 
Dog Fouling/Littering/Fly-Tipping - 0300 303 8884.

Former Woolworth’s Site
A planning application has been submitted for the installation of three lights on the site.  Residents 
were informed about the objection process, and about how decisions are delegated to Officers 
unless a minimum of four objections are received, which would result in Councillors being asked to 
decide on applications.

Tetrosyl have not yet signed up to the site, and it is believed that there are other interested parties.  
Work has begun on erection of steelwork.

Manchester Road Surface
It was reported that the surface on the stretch outside the Royal Toby is in need of repair.  Details of 
the Highways Forward Works Programme for Castleton were given along with an explanation of 
how the programme is compiled and agreed.

There were reports of pot-holes in various locations.  Residents were given details of the policy for 
filling in pot-holes and advised to contact the Council direct on 0300 303 8879.
Action (2) Request inspection of Manchester Road surface (Val White)

Car Park Charges
A discussion took place in relation to parking charges in and around Rochdale Town Centre, and 
the inconsistency with requirements regarding tickets.  Residents were advised that the rules have 
changed recently, and that a maximum of three hours per day is permitted on Town Centre car 
parks, and were informed that the onus is on anyone parking their car to read the signs to check the 
requirements.

Rochdale & District Angling Society
A representative attended to ask about any plans for the sale of Trows Farm at Cowm Top.  The 
land is protected as it has green space corridor status which makes it difficult for developers to 
devise plans for the land.  There are also access difficulties.

DevoManc has asked all Local Authorities to put land forward – spatial options - and it is believed 



that the owner of Trows Farm has offered his land.  However, no planning application has yet been 
received by the Council.  It was felt that the society should have a strong case to object if an 
application is submitted, but any sale is speculation at this time.

5. REPORTS
Castleton EC Residents
Nothing to report.

Friends of Carnegie Castleton
Good news – the building has been purchased by a local businessman who has assured the 
‘Friends’ that the building will be sympathetically restored and all of the original wooden flooring will 
be re-laid.  The building will be part commercial in its usage but with a community use alongside.

The ‘Friends’ would like to include Castleton’s history and heritage in the finished building and 
invited people to submit photographs and memories of their time in the village.  The forum was 
delighted at the news and thanked the ‘Friends’ for their continued efforts to retain the building.

Friends of Castleton Station/Support the Oldham, Rochdale and Manchester Rail Lines
Work at Rochdale station is beginning, this will result in no trains via Castleton on Sundays whilst 
work is ongoing.

St. Gabriel’s
Puss in Boots begins this week and marks the 40th anniversary celebrations of pantomimes at St. 
Gabriel’s.

Rochdale Township In Bloom
It is hoped that Castleton Station will be entered as a separate entry for 2017.  Children from St 
Edward’s and Matthew Moss will be involved again and will carry out extra planting.

‘In Bloom’ have announced an additional award for projects seriously damaged by the recent 
flooding that can show how they have brought their site back up to standard.  It is hoped that Kellett 
Street allotments will be submitting an entry.

6. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 17 May 2016
7:00pm – 9:00pm
Castleton Community Centre


